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Minutes of a Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Thompson held at the 
Town Hall, 4052 State Route 42, Monticello, New York and held remotely via Zoom on 
November 04, 2020. 
 
ROLL CALL: 

Present: Supervisor William J. Rieber, Jr., Presiding 
Councilman Scott S. Mace 
Councilman John A. Pavese 
Councilwoman Melinda S. Meddaugh 

   Councilman Ryan T. Schock 
  
Also Present: Marilee J. Calhoun, Town Clerk 

Michael B. Mednick, Attorney for the Town 
Patrice Chester, Deputy Administrator 
Melissa DeMarmels, Town Comptroller 
Glenn Somers, Parks & Recreation Superintendent 

 
Present via Zoom:  James L. Carnell, Jr., Director of Building, Planning & Zoning 
    Michael G. Messenger, Water & Sewer Superintendent  
 
 
REGULAR MEETING – CALL TO ORDER 
Supervisor Rieber opened the meeting at 7:09 PM with the Pledge to the Flag.  
Supervisor Rieber announced that this meeting was held in person, but due to the 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic the meeting was closed to public access.  However 
the meeting was held via Videoconferencing and streamed live on the Zoom app, which 
is accessible to the public.  The meeting is also being recorded for full transcription 
purposes should it be required. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: 2021 FISCAL YEAR PRELIMINARY BUDGET 
Supervisor Rieber opened the Public Hearing at 7:10 PM. 
Town Clerk, Marilee J. Calhoun read the legal public notice and stated that she had an 
original affidavit of publication.  Notice of said hearing was duly published in the Sullivan 
County Democrat on October 27, 2020 with same being posted at the Town Hall and 
Town Website on October 23, 2020. 
 
Supervisor Rieber provided a brief explanation regarding the Proposed Preliminary 
Budget.  The Budget is approximately 1.7% less than last year’s tax levy.  Comptroller 
DeMarmels advised of an error found in one of the rates used to calculate the PILOT 
agreements for 2021.  The changes were updated to the A Fund budget, which adds 
approximately $36K to 2021’s revenues.  Copies of the updated PILOT accounts were 
provided for review. 
 
Supervisor Rieber thanked everyone that was involved, for all of their hard work and 
assistance put forth towards the creation of this budget. 
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Supervisor Rieber asked if the Town Board had any comments.  The Board had no 
comments.   
 
Supervisor Rieber asked if anyone from the public would like to be heard on this matter.  
Public Comments were made as follows: 
 
Mr. Michael D. Zarin, Esq. of Zarin & Steinmetz on behalf of EPR Properties provided 
comments regarding the Adelaar Special Improvement District Assessments in 
connection with the Proposed 2021 Budget.  The issues commented on have been 
previously discussed with Town representatives. In summary, his comments provided 
were as follows: 1) Fund balance allocated is rather conservative considering the 
closure for 6+ months.  2) Questioned the accurate water usage rates at the Water Park 
during the current closure, which is being investigated.  However, they appreciate what 
adjustments have been made from 2020 Budget.  3) Town to consider if an adjustment 
can be made to the 2021 apportionment as a result of the 2018 overcharge corrections 
allocated in 2019.  4) Road Improvement, Lighting and Drainage District allocations 
being based on assessed valuation vs. the Municap Report methodology (apportioned 
by projected vehicle use).  He will verify terms of (PILOT) agreements to clarify the 
requirements.  Attorney Zarin thanked the Town Board for their time and consideration. 
 
Supervisor Rieber responded to the Water Park water usage comment #2 and also to 
the reallocation issue for 2018 corrections comment #3. 
 
After an opportunity for all persons to be heard Supervisor Rieber entertained a motion 
that the public hearing be closed. 
 
A motion to close the Public Hearing at 7:24 PM was made by Councilman Schock and 
seconded by Councilman Pavese. 
 
The regular meeting was reconvened at 7:25 PM. 
 
MONTHLY REPORTS FOR OCTOBER 2020 RECEIVED AND FILED 
 Dog Control Officer’s Report 
 Comptroller’s Budgetary Report 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
On a motion made by Councilman Mace and seconded by Councilman Schock the 
minutes of the October 20th, 2020 Regular Town Board Meeting were approved as 
presented. 
Vote: Ayes 5 Rieber, Pavese, Schock, Meddaugh and Mace 
 Nays 0 
  
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
There was no public comment given. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
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Supervisor Rieber reported on correspondence that was sent or received as follows: 
 

• Town Clerk Calhoun: Letter dated 10/23/20 to Mr. Gary D. Silver, Esq. of Billig 
Loughlin & Silver, LLP Re: Delay in Processing of (FOIL) Request for Records 
Pertaining to Harris Woods Sewer District & Greentree Vacation Homes 
Development until 11/02/2020. 

• Mary Paige Lang-Clouse, Library Director, Ethelbert B. Crawford Public 
Library: Letters dated 10/19/20 & 10/27/20 to Town Clerk Calhoun Re: 2021 
Approved Library Budget, Trustee Election Results & 2021 Library Tax Levy. 

• Melinda Meddaugh, Cornell Cooperative Extension Sullivan County: Notice 
of Public Hearing – Inclusion of SBL#’s 43.-1-45 & 47 in the Agricultural District 
within the Town of Thompson on 11/14/20 at 10:35 AM, SC Legislative Hearing 
Room, Property of Shirley Rubin located at Corner of Rubin Road & State Route 
42, Monticello, New York. 

• NYS Dept. of Taxation and Finance: Check #07956356, Dated: 10/28/20 in the 
amount of $149,001.05 – NYS Gaming Commission for Resorts World Catskill 
Casino Distribution 3rd Quarter Payment. 

 
AGENDA ITEMS: 
 
1) ESTABLISH DATE FOR PUBLIC HEARING: PROPOSED LOCAL LAW #5 – TAX 

LEVY LIMIT OVERRIDE 11/17/2020 AT 7PM 
The Following Resolution Was Duly Adopted: Res. No. 333 of the Year 2020. 
 

At a regular meeting of the Town Board of the 
Town of Thompson held at the Town Hall, 4052 
Route 42, Monticello, New York on November 04, 
2020 
 

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE A PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE ADOPTION OF A 
LOCAL LAW  
 

 WHEREAS, there has been introduced at a meeting of the Town Board of the Town of 

Thompson held on November 04, 2020, a proposed Local Law No. 05 of 2020, entitled "A local 

law to override the tax levy limit established in General Municipal Law §3-c”.  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that a public hearing be held on said 

proposed local law by the Town Board of the Town of Thompson on November 17, 2020 at 7:00 

P.M., or as soon thereafter as said public hearing shall be convened, at the Town Hall, 4052 

Route 42, Monticello, New York, and at least three (3) days' notice of such public hearing be 
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given by the Town Clerk of the Town of Thompson by due posting thereof on the bulletin board 

of the Town of Thompson and by publishing such notice at least once in the official newspaper 

of said Town. 

Moved by: Councilman Ryan T. Schock  

Seconded by: Councilman John A. Pavese 

Adopted on Motion November 04, 2020 

Supervisor WILLIAM J. RIEBER, JR.  Yes [X ] No  [ ]   
Councilman SCOTT S. MACE   Yes [X ] No  [ ] 
Councilman JOHN A. PAVESE               Yes [X ] No  [ ]  
Councilwoman MELINDA S. MEDDAUGH Yes [X ]  No  [ ] 
Councilman RYAN T. SCHOCK   Yes [X ] No  [ ] 
 
Town of Thompson 
 
Proposed Local Law No. 05 of the year 2020 
 
A local law to override the tax levy limit established in General Municipal Law §3-c 
 
Be it enacted by the Town Board of the 
   
Town of Thompson 
 
1. Legislative Intent.  It is the intent of this local law to allow the Town of Thompson to 

adopt a budget for the fiscal year commencing 2021 that requires a real property tax levy 
in excess of the “tax levy limit” as defined by General Municipal Law §3-c. 

 
2. Authority.  This local law is adopted pursuant to subdivision 5 of General Municipal Law 

§3-c, which expressly authorizes a local government’s governing body to override the 
property tax cap for the coming fiscal year by the adoption of a local law approved by a 
vote of sixty percent (60%) of said governing body. 

 
3. Tax Levy Limit Override.  The Town Board of the Town of Thompson, County of 

Sullivan, is hereby authorized to adopt a budget for the fiscal year commencing 2021 that 
requires a real property tax levy in excess of the amount otherwise prescribed in General 
Municipal Law §3-c. 

         
4. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section or part thereof this local law shall 

be adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment, decree 
or order shall not affect, impair or invalidate the remainder thereof but shall be confined 
in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section or part thereof 
directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment, decree or order shall have 
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been rendered and the remainder of this local law shall not be affected thereby and shall 
remain in full force and effect.  

 
5. This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State. 
 
2) APPROVE WATER & SEWER RELEVIES FOR 2020 
The Following Resolution Was Duly Adopted: Res. No. 334 of the Year 2020. 
 
Resolved, that all of the attached water and sewer re-levies for the fiscal year ending 
2020 hereby be approved.  A complete list of all re-levies totaling $477,303.02 can be 
found appended to these minutes. 1 
Motion by: Councilman Mace   Seconded by: Councilman Pavese  
Vote: Ayes 5 Rieber, Pavese, Schock, Meddaugh, and Mace 

Nays 0 
 
3) APPROVE BUILDING DEMOLITION COST RELEVIES FOR 2020 
The Following Resolution Was Duly Adopted: Res. No. 335 of the Year 2020. 
 
Resolved, that the attached Building Department Demolition Cost re-levies for the fiscal 
year ending 2020 hereby be approved.  A complete list of the (5) properties to be re-
levied totaling $24,553.70 can be found appended to these minutes.2 
Motion by: Councilman Schock   Seconded by: Councilman Meddaugh  
Vote: Ayes 5 Rieber, Pavese, Schock, Meddaugh, and Mace 

Nays 0 
 
4) DISCUSS APPOINTMENT TO ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS – APPOINT 

ALTERNATE MEMBER TO FULL MEMBER STATUS TO FILL CURRENT 
VACANCY 

The Following Resolution Was Duly Adopted: Res. No. 336 of the Year 2020. 
 
Resolved, that Trevor Miller be appointed to the Zoning Board of Appeals with the term 
to expire December 31, 2020 to fill the unexpired term of Robert Hoose.  Appointee 
shall attend all necessary training to be able to serve. 
Moved by: Councilman Schock  Seconded by: Councilman Pavese   
Vote: Ayes 5  Rieber, Meddaugh, Pavese, Schock and Mace  
         Nays 0 
 
5) WATER & SEWER DEPT.: REVIEW & APPROVE BIDS – PROPANE DELIVERY 

SERVICE 
The Bids for Propane Delivery Service were opened and read on 10/29/2020 at 
2:00PM.  A copy of the bid results were provided to the Town Board for their review.  
There were (2) bids received in as follows:  
 
1) R and B. Energy, Inc. dba Rez-Bear Propane 
                                                 
1 ATTACHMENT: WATER & SEWER RE-LEVIES 
2 ATTACHMENT: BUILDING DEMOLITION COST RELEVIES 
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Total amount $0.298 over Propane Pipeline Selkirk 
 
2) Mirabito Holdings, Inc. dba Mirabito Energy Products 

Total Amount $0.550 over Propane Pipeline Selkirk 
 
The Following Resolution Was Duly Adopted: Res. No. 337 of the Year 2020. 
 
Resolved, that the bid of R and B. Energy, Inc. dba Rez-Bear Propane, in the amount of 
$0.298 over Propane Sideline Selkirk, be, and is hereby accepted for a contract to 
expire 10/31/2022, and the Town Clerk is hereby directed to notify the successful bidder 
of the award thereof. 
Motion by: Councilman Schock  Seconded by: Councilman Pavese 
Vote: Ayes 5 Rieber, Pavese, Schock, Meddaugh, and Mace 
 Nays 0 
 
6) WATER & SEWER DEPT.: REVIEW & APPROVE BIDS – GARBAGE, 

RECYCLING AND REFUSE REMOVAL 
The Following Resolution Was Duly Adopted: Res. No. 338 of the Year 2020. 
 
Resolved, that the bid of Thompson Sanitation Corp., for Garbage, Recycling and 
Refuse Removal Service (Item #’s 1, 2 & 3), in the amount of $16,900.00 ($4,800.00 for 
Town Hall, $5,700.00 for Town Park & $6,400.00 for Water & Sewer Dept.), be and the 
same hereby is, accepted for a contract to expire 12/31/2022, and the Town Clerk be 
and she hereby is, directed to notify the successful bidder of the award thereof. 
Motion by: Councilwoman Meddaugh  Seconded by: Councilman Schock 
Vote: Ayes 4 Rieber, Pavese, Schock and Meddaugh 
 Nays 0 
 Recused 1 Mace 
 
The Following Resolution Was Introduced, But Was Not Adopted. 
 
Resolved, that the bid of Waste Management of Pennsylvania, Inc., for Construction & 
Demolition (C&D) Debris Removal in 30 or 40 Cubic Yard Containers on an as-needed 
basis (Item #4), in the amount of $104.00 per ton and $235.00 combined fee for drop-off 
& pick-up per container, be and the same hereby is accepted for a contract to expire 
12/31/2022, and the Town Clerk be and she hereby is, directed to notify the successful 
bidder of the award thereof. 
Motion by: Councilwoman Meddaugh  Seconded by: Supervisor Rieber 
Discussion: Supt. Somers said that they have had numerous billing issues with the low 
bidder in the past.  Supervisor Rieber said Karen Schaefer reported that the issues 
have been resolved.  Supervisor Rieber felt that Waste Management of Pennsylvania, 
Inc. is the lowest bidder for this particular item the bid is valid and should be awarded to 
them.  He said that we should give them another chance.  Councilman Pavese felt that 
Thompson Sanitation is already receiving the Garbage, Recycling and Refuse Removal 
portion of the bid and they are a local business that provides good service to the Town.  
Councilman Schock agreed with Councilman Pavese.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
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Vote: Ayes 2 Rieber and Meddaugh 
 Nays 2 Pavese and Schock 
 Recused 1 Mace 
 
THE MOTION FAILED AND RESOLUTION WAS NOT ADOPTED. 
 
7) PARKS & RECREATION DEPT.: REQUEST TO DECLARE SURPLUS 

EQUIPMENT – 1) FORD BACKHOE A429149, MODEL DFOP1Z 555D 
The Following Resolution Was Duly Adopted: Res. No. 339 of the Year 2020. 
 
Resolved, that the following vehicle, equipment &/or item from the Parks & Recreation 
Department hereby be declared surplus and that the Town Park Superintendent be 
authorized to either sell at auction, bid or scrap said vehicle/equipment/item, whichever 
is best financially.  The vehicle/equipment/item is listed as follows: 

1) Ford Backhoe A429149, Model DFOP1Z 555D 
Moved by: Councilman Schock  Seconded by: Councilman Pavese 
Vote:  Ayes 5 Rieber, Schock, Meddaugh, Pavese, and Mace  
          Nays 0 
 
8) HIGHWAY DEPT.: REQUEST TO DECLARE SURPLUS EQUIPMENT – 1) 2013 

BOMAG ROLLER SERIAL # 861834071507 
The Following Resolution Was Duly Adopted: Res. No. 340 of the Year 2020. 
 
Resolved, that the following vehicle, equipment &/or item from the Highway Department 
hereby be declared surplus and that the Highway Superintendent be authorized to 
either sell at auction, bid or scrap said vehicle/equipment/item, whichever is best 
financially.  The vehicle/equipment/item is listed as follows: 

1) 2013 Bomag Roller, Serial # 861834071507 
Moved by: Councilman Mace  Seconded by: Councilman Schock 
Vote:  Ayes 5 Rieber, Schock, Meddaugh, Pavese, and Mace  
          Nays 0 
 
9) BILLS OVER $2,500.00 – TOWN HALL 
The Following Resolution Was Duly Adopted: Res. No. 341 of the Year 2020. 
 
Resolved, that the following bills over $2,500.00 for the Town Hall be approved for 
payment as follows: 
 
NYS Electric & Gas Corp      $4,332.17 Total Cost 
Quote # 0882930120002685 – Construction, labor and materials to bring electrical 
service to the storage unit located behind the Town Hall. 
(No Procurement Needed.  Fee is a Tariff and the fees are imposed by Public Service 
Commission.) 
 
Moved by: Councilman Mace  Seconded by: Councilman Pavese  
Vote:  Ayes 4 Rieber, Pavese, Meddaugh, and Mace  
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          Nays 0 
 Recused 1 Schock 
 
9) BILLS OVER $2,500.00 – WATER & SEWER DEPARTMENT 
The Following Resolution Was Duly Adopted: Res. No. 342 of the Year 2020. 
 
Resolved, that the following bills over $2,500.00 for the Water & Sewer Department be 
approved for payment as follows: 
 
Green Acres Excavating and Contracting Corp.  $44,649.31 Total Cost 
Recommendation of Payment from MH&E – Application #4, Project No. 18-702 for the 
Melody Lake Water District Water-Main Replacement Project. 
 
Moved by: Councilman Mace  Seconded by: Councilman Schock 
Vote:  Ayes 5 Rieber, Pavese, Schock, Meddaugh and Mace  
          Nays 0 
 
9. BILLS OVER $2,500.00 – DEPARTMENT OF PARKS & RECREATION 
The Following Resolution Was Duly Adopted: Res. No. 343 of the Year 2020. 
 
Resolved, that the following bills over $2,500.00 for the Department of Parks & 
Recreation be approved for payment as follows: 
 
Fallsburg Lumber Company    $2,875.00 Total Cost 
Order # 2010-C75330 – Lumber for the bridge project at the Town Park. 
(Procurement: (2) Price Quotes obtained, which were submitted as per Procurement 
Policy –1) Fallsburg Lumber Company $2,875.00 and 2) Wyde Lumber & Supply 
Corporation $3,425.00.) 
 
Motion by: Councilman Schock  Seconded by: Councilman Pavese 
Vote: Ayes 5 Rieber, Pavese, Schock, Meddaugh and Mace 

Nays 0 
 
10) BUDGET TRANSFERS & AMENDMENTS 
There were no budget transfers or amendments for this meeting. 
 
11) ORDER BILLS PAID 
The Following Resolution Was Duly Adopted: Res. No. 344 of the Year 2020. 
 
Resolved, that all regular bills for the course of the month, which have been properly 
audited be approved for payment.  A complete list of the regular bills as identified can 
be found appended to these minutes as per attached. 3 

Moved by: Councilman Mace  Seconded by: Councilman Schock 
Vote:  Ayes 5 Rieber, Schock, Meddaugh, Pavese, and Mace  
          Nays 0 
                                                 
3 ATTACHMENT: ORDER BILLS PAID 
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12) UPDATE: CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) PANDEMIC 
Supervisor Rieber provided an update regarding the delivery and installation of the two 
65” LG 4K TV’s, one to be installed in the Court/Meeting Room and one in the front 
Planning Office for the use of virtual meetings.  They should be delivered and installed 
tomorrow morning. 
 
Councilman Mace provided an update regarding the portable automatic temperature 
reader that he is looking into obtaining to be used for court proceedings and Town Hall. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
There was no old business reported on. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
AUTHORIZE PARTICIPATION WITH THE COUNTY OF SULLIVAN REGARDING 
COMPLETION OF A MULTI-JURISDICTIONAL HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN 
The County of Sullivan is looking to complete a Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation 
Plan and would like the Town’s participation towards completion.  Councilwoman 
Meddaugh commented on the matter and advised that information pertaining to the 
Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan is available on the Sullivan County Website.  
Director Carnell reported that he completed the necessary paper work requested by the 
County.  A brief discussion was held.  The Town Board agreed to participate, with action 
taken as follows: 
 
The Following Resolution Was Duly Adopted: Res. No. 345 of the Year 2020. 
 
Resolved, that the Town Board of the Town of Thompson hereby authorizes 
participation with the County of Sullivan regarding the completion of a Multi-
Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan as requested and that the Town Supervisor hereby 
be authorized to execute the necessary documents required for participation. 
Motion by: Councilman Schock  Seconded by: Councilwoman Meddaugh 
Vote: Ayes 5 Rieber, Pavese, Schock, Meddaugh and Mace 

Nays 0 
 
SUPERVISOR’S REPORT: 
Supervisor William J. Rieber, Jr. 

• Letter of Response dated 10/30/2020 to NYSDEC Region 3 Re: 09/25/2020 
Notice of Violation received on the Kiamesha Lake WWTP (SPDES Permit # NY 
003 0724). 

• (PILOT) Calculation Correction to Budget as noted earlier in the meeting as part 
of the 2021 Fiscal Year Preliminary Budget Hearing. 

 
COUNCILMEN & DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS: 
Councilman Ryan T. Schock 

• Town Dog Kennel issue involving unauthorized entry and criminal trespassing. 
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Councilman Scott S. Mace 
• Provided an update regarding the Parks Advisory Committee Meeting held 

outside at the Lake Ida Park. 
 
Parks & Recreation Superintendent Glenn R. Somers 

• Lake Ida Park – Reported on the status of the Demolition and Grinding Project. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
There was no public comment given. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS, REMINDERS & FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

• 11/17/20 at 7PM: Regular Town Board Meeting. 
• 11/17/20 at 7PM: Public Hearing – Proposed Local Law No. 05 of 2020 – 

Override Tax Levy Limit. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
On a motion made by Councilwoman Meddaugh and seconded by Councilman Schock 
the meeting was adjourned at 7:56 PM.  All board members voted in favor of adjourning 
the meeting.  
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By: 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Marilee J. Calhoun, Town Clerk 
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