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‘Cellphone tower catches fire in Sanford
Updated: Aug 21, 2013 - 4:15 PM

SANFORD, Fla. - A cellphone tower caught fire Wednesday in Serninole County, according to fire rescue officials,

The fire happened on Historic Goldsboro Boulevard while cell tower crews were doing welding work, ofﬁc;ais said.

Officials said there were four employees working an the tower at the time of the fire, and one off-site.

"They (workers) got dSwn before we even got fire crews on the scene,” said Sanford Fire Chief Tim Robles.

They were adding shaft and phalanges, fire ;:fﬁcialg said.

The workers realized they had to get down fast. 'l;hey didn't have time fo lower the bucket so they secured it and got down on their own.
Businesses were evacuated and roads within a 170-foot radius of the 127-foot tower were closed,

The city fire marshal said the heat made the metal expand, causing the tower to lean southward and said there was concern at ane point that the tower
would fall.

Once the fire was watered down and the metal cooled, it amazingly righted itself, the fire marshal said.

https:/www.witv.com/news/local/cell-phone-tower-catches-fire-seminole-co/27 1605586
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https:/fwww.gwinnettd ailyposj[.com/arChiQe/cel!—tower—ﬁre-closes—ro_ckbridge—road—evacuates—day—
care/article_c799bdd9-1162-52a6-8cd7-7784653883ae.html

Cell tower fire closes Rockbridge Road, evacuates day care

Josh Green Dec 1, 2011

Firefighters work to extinguish a fire at a cell phone tower at Rockbridge and Lilburn-Stone Mountain roads Buy Now -
. . - 1
near Lilburn on Friday.
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NJ Cell Tower Leans Dangerously After Cables Catch Fire: Cops

Published May 16, 2013 at 11:55 AM

A cell phone tower caught fire in New Jersey Thursday morning, prompting the
structure to lean dangerously to its side, police said.

Police said the cell phone tower tilted five or six feet to one side after its cables
caught fire.

The tower is on the edge of the fire department's academy in Middletown.

The leaning tower is not close to any buildings, any authorities are trying to

determine if they can upright it or it heeds to be removed. TRENDING STORIES

-Brian Thompson contributed to this report 2. [vee=o] Track Hurricane
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PRESCHOD Friday, 1:48 p.m.:
R EE Residents of the Bensalem Woods complex remain out of the
PRESCHQOL their homes due to safety concems, Bensalem police say.
PECO crews were called to the scene to de-energize electric

service to the tower.

As of 1:45 p.m., the tower is siill standing, but it is leaning over
the Public Works fadility.

Thackeray Crane representatives are at the scene to see what
can be down with the leaning tower.
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NEWS BY TOWN More to follow.
Bristol Borough Original sfory:
Bristol Twp. A cell phone tower off Byberry Road at the Bensalem Township
Falls ‘Public Works Complex is reported to be on fire and may
collapse, according to reports. -1 . £ .
The tower is Gur EM In %m %m
Langhorne leaning and 2 1 5"2 6 9"589 I
officials could weweyy HarfHomeHeathCare cor

Langhorne Manor
be heard on the

Middletown scanner order

evacuations for
Penndel

the Bensalem
Jullytown ) Township

complex and

A photo of the fire.
nearby Credit: Twitter.com/Bensalem_Fire
Bensalem

Woods housing complex.

According to NBC 10, the township’s Public Works manager
confirmed the tower may fall on their facility.

Photos from the scene show smoke and flames billowing from UPCOMING EVENTS
the tower. A fire official said the tower was “well involved.”
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Tom Sofield

- Tom Sofield has covered news in Bucks County for

seven years for both newspaper and online
publications. Tom was honored at the
Pennsylvania Newspaper Association
Foundation's Keystone Press Awards for his
coverage of President Obama's visit to Falls
Township and his reporting has been featured
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around the globe. When he's not covering news in
the area, Tom enjoys checking out the newest
restaurants and bars, exploring forgotten places of
industry in the area, going fo local parks and
spending time with his friends and family. If there's
one thing you should know about Tom, he is a
‘local news junkie through and through. Email:
tom@levittownnow.com Phone: 215-431-1001
. — Tom Sofield :
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LAS VEGAS SUN

Cell tower ﬁre closes U.S. 95 exit ramp at.Jones Boulevard

By William D'Urso &
Published Monday, Feb. 4, 2013 | 2:10 p.m.
Updated Monday, Feb. 4, 2013 | 4:20 p.m.

A fire'on a Verizon Communications Inc. cell phone tower has forced authorities to shut down the U.S. 95 exit and on-ramps to Jones
Boulevard. ’ ' ’ :

The fire started about 11: 30 a.m. when welders were working to reinforce the structure with additional metal plates, Las Vegas Fire & Rescne -
spokesman Tim Szymanski said.

Szymanski said the ramps were closed because the tower is leaning toward NV Energy power lines.

He said workers were using a crane to take the tower down in sections that was to take about an hour. He said power in the area was shut down
while the work is under way.

The ramp remains closed, and it is unclear when traffic will be allowed through, Nevada Highway Patro] Trooper Loy Hixson said.
Workers from NV Energy and Verizon are on scene, but authorities did not know if power to homes or cellphone coverage had been affected.

‘Welders were working on tower when the fire started, Szymanski said.
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Spark ignites cell tower fire
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Posted: Monday, January 6, 2014 10:37 pm
The Brownsville Herald

A welder's torch sparked a fire to a cellphone tower Jate
Monday moming in Brownsville, Fire Chief Lenny Perez
said.

Brownsville police cordoned off the area around the
tower near East Polk, East Taylor and East 26th streets
shortly after 11'a.m.

Sparks from the welding ignited insulation on the wires,
Perez said.

There weren't any visible flames around noon, but
smoke could be seen periodically escaping from the
body of the tower as residents watched.

Brownsville Public Utilities Board spokesman Ryan
Greenfeld said workers cut power to the high-voltage
antenna so the fire department could contral the fire.

Some residents lost power but it was restored by 1 p.m,,
Greenfeld said.

The antenna will be disconnected until it is replaced, he
sald.

* Brad Doherty/The Brownsville Herald

A Brownsvifle Public Utilities Board employse in & bucket truck -
maneuvers inio pasition to disconnect electrical fnes near & cell
phone tower st 25th and East Taylor streets that had been on fire.
The Brownsvilie Fire Deparment said welding sparks ignited 1he
fire.

By s photo

Shara
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| Posted in Local News on Monday, January 6, 2014 10:37 pm.
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By Jarad Matula on JANUARY 10,2014 Cell Tower News, Towers, Wireless
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FEATURED VIDEO

Huawel discusses broader...
Welcome to our weekly collection of all the top cell tower news stories, where we cover global, national,

regional, local and distributed antenna system stories. It's the first full week back to work of the new year B
and It seerns that news s happening everywhere. This week's edition is jam-packed with more storles than
any previous cell tower news update. A cell tower fire broke out in Texas; Solid and CommScope continue
to up their DAS game; and Crown Castie Is now oberating Is a real estate investment trust. But what exactly
does that mean? For this answer and more, click on the news stories below and enjoy:

56 lnmvaﬂc;n: Ghina

National/globai news:

x A spark from a welder's torch caused a cell tower to catch on fire in Brownsville, Texas.
= As of Jan. 1, Crown Castle is now qperating as a RE[T.

« T-Mohile US and Verizon Wireless will swap spectrum in a deal valued at $3.3 billian.
» The Federal Communications Commission looks to update RF exposure rules. :
= Who's to blame? A year after a tragic tower climber fall, no one is willing to take the responsibility. . EDITORIAL REPORTS

- Read this fascinating article that examines each party. 5G Innovation Report Series: Exrop
= AGL posted an article on why this will be a strong year for smaller cell tower companies.

» Vertical Consultants will be participating in a Strafford webinar on Jan. 9 to discuss rooftop cell tower
leases. ’

= Inside Towers explains how recent studies show that broadband and tower jobs are driving

_ Making Industry Smarter Report
employment in this country.

Series: Ports & Shipping
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Welding Sparked Cell Phone Tower Fire: Official

Officials figured out what caused the fire that left a cell phone tower leaning, ready to collapse

By Karen Araiza
Published Jun 21,2013 at 11:46 AM | Updated at 3:54 PiM EDT on Jul 8, 2013

€11, PR

"BENSALEM

Police tell us two welders were working an the tower when flames erupted almast 80 feet in the air.
NBC10's Deanna Durante reporis with the latest. (Published Friday, June 21, 2013)
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Welders were working 70 feet in the air on a cell phone tower in Bensalem, Bucks
County'when sparks set off an intense fire ten feet above them. They tried to put it
out, but ended up having to race down to get help.

"They rappelied quickly. . .and called 811," said Fred Harran, Public Safety
Director for the township.

The fire spread quickly and left the tower, which stands nearty 10 stories high,
leaning over precariously, Authorities were afraid gravity would win out and it
would come crashing down on top of the township's Public Works Building. But .
there are also homes and an apartment compiex nearby. Anyone who could see
the tower bumning, could aiso see it bending and swaying from the heat.

“f the tower was to come down instruments on top of the towers could have
become projectiles, exploded on crash and shrapnel may have injured kids playing
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NJ Cell Tower Leans Dangerously After Cables Catch Fire: Cops

Published May 16,2013 al 11:59 AM

A cell phone tower caught fire in New Jersey Thursday morning, prompting the
structure to lean dangerously to its side, police said.

Police said the cell phone tower tilted five or six feet to one side after jts cables
caught fire.

The tower is on the edge of the fire department's academy in Middletown.

The leaning tower IS not close to any buildings, any authorities are trying to
determine if they can upright it or it needs to be removed.

-Brian Thompson coritributed to this report
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Cell phoné tower near Heritage High School catches fire

POSTED 1:00 PM, JUNE 16, 2015, BY BECCA MITCHELL, UPDATED AT 04:13PM, JUNE 16, 2075

This Is an archived article and the information in the article may be outdated. Please Jook at the time stamp on the story to see

updated.
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| Osprey nest, electrical problem
- -sparked Poulsbo. cell tower fire

POULSBO — Ani osprey nest and an electrical malfunction ignited the
cell phone tower fire that closed down State Route 305 for 12 hours
' Monday in the Lemolo area. Kitsap County Deputy Fire Marshal Tina
Turner said an electrical malfunction at a lighted beacon on top of the
150-foot tower caught the bird's nest on fire before 4 a.m. Monday.
Turner said the birds likely damaged the beacon or its 110-volt power
* wire while building their nest, contributing to the fire.

By Tad Sooter
Tuesday, June 21,2011 9: 22pm | [NEWSJfNORTH KITSAP]-

POULSBO — An osprey nest and an
electrical malfunction ignited the cell
phone tower fire that closed down State
Route 305 for 12 hours Monday in the
Lemolo area. Kltsap County Deputy Fire
. Marshal Tina Turner said an electrical
malfunction at a lighted beacon on top of the 150-foot tower caught the
bird’s nest on fire before 4 a.m. Monday; Turner said the birds likely
damaged the beacon or its 110-volt power wire while building their nest,
contributing to the fire.

An osprey

The fire spread from the top of the tower down through it$ hollow interior,
burning through electrical cable insulation, Poulsbo Fire Battalion Chief
Bruce Peterson said. The tower was glowing red nearly to its base when fire
crews arrived. Firefighters allowed the fire to burn out on its own.

The tower leaned precariously, raising concern it cduld fall across the
highway. The state Department of Transportation closed both lanes of SR

sAr anAd AatAarirad Fraffic FhrAatiah T armala UarizAam ssrhirh ATvAaradac FRm A Acaro
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Cell phone tower to be taken down following fire

NEWS | Dec 02,201

By Alexis Stevens, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

NONE ~— The engineers and owners of a cell phone tower in Gwinnett County that was damaged by fire will

begin the process of taking it down Saturday, authorities said.
Fiber optic cable on the tower caught fire Friday afternoon, forcing road closures in the Lilburn area.

A telecommunications company was welding on the 150-foot tower, in the 500 block of Rockbridge Road,
when the fire sparked shortly before 3 p.m., according to Capt. Tommy Rutledge with the Gwinnett County

Fire Department.

After the fire was extinguished, fighters remained on the scene for several hours and were wetting down the
area around the tower in preparation for any falling embers or the possibility of the tower falling, Rutledge

said. The tower was leaning slightly and firefighters created a "collapse zone" in the event it falls, he said.

Rockbridge Road was temporarily closed between Arcado Road and Lilburn-Stone Mountain Road while
firefighters battle the blaze, according to Cpl. Jake Smith of the Gwinnett County Police Department. Miller

Road also was shut down at the intersection of Lilburn-Stone Mountain Road, Smith said.

ADVERTISING
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A crew was dispatched to the scene to cut the gower supply to the tower, Rutledge said.

Five homes and a daycare center were evacuated as a precaution. About 20 children and 10 adults were

moved to a parking lot across the street, away from the hazardous area, Rutledge said.

Bethany Lee told the AJC her home was one of those evacuated. She and other neighbors were concerned

about the possibility of the tower falling, she said.

"l am amazed that it did not collapse," Lee said. "That was our biggest worry because all of our homes would

have been in grave danger."

No injuries were reported.
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" Fire in Pr. George's Cell Phone Tower Extinguished

By Ruben Castaneda i TOOLBOX i
Washington Post Staff Writer 1
Friday, April 14, 2008; 2:42 PM Resize -Print |
i E-maii Reprints i

i

Prince George's County firefighters this morning N
extinguished a fire that broke out in a cell phone tower in Temple Hills where contract
workers were applying additional support beams, a firé department spokesman said.

The fire ignited around 11:10 a.mi. in the 5300 block of Beech Place, said Mark Brady, chief
spokesman for the county fire department. Contract workers were using a welder to apply
the support beams, and plastic pipeway inside the tower caught fire, Brady said.

Tt took county firefighters about a half hour to put out the blaze, Brady said. Firefighter used
a 100-foot tower ladder to help extinguish the blaze. Fire and heavy smoke was visible from
the top of the tower to about three-quarters of the way down, he said.

Adverthemant The tower at one point leaned to one side, and about a dozen workers from
a nearby waste management company were briefly evacunated, Brady said.

After the tower cooled, it straightened out, Brady said. The tower, owned by the cell phone

company Sprint, sustained about $75,000 in'damage, and Sprint officials said they will
replace the tower, he said. No injuries were reported. ’

© 2006 The Washington Post Company
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HOME l HOME | MARYLAND CELL TOWER DESTROYED BY FIRE

Maryland Cell Tower Destroyed by Fire

The leaning tower straightened up after it cooled down.

APRIL 14, 2006

Prince George's County firefighters battled a btaze at a cell phone tower in Temple Hills Friday
morning.

Units were called 1o the 5300 block of Beech Place just before 11 a.m. for a 125-foot tower on fire
and leaning.

"People see it, and they see this large, humongous metal structure, and it's on fire," Mark Brady, of
Prince George's County Fire and EMS. "And the only thing combustible about it is the wiring and
the conduit inside of it, and that's exactly what was on fire."

Accordihg to the fire department, contractors doing welding work accidentally ignited conduit and
wiring inside of the tower shaft. The heat caused the tower to lean, and a waste management
company was evacuated.

Authorities said the fire was extinguished in about 35 minutes, and once the tower cooled down,
it moved back into a vertical position. '

The tower, which is owned by Cingular, was declared a total loss, and the integrity of the tower

was compromised, so the tower was scheduled to be dismantled. A mobile tower will be set up
until a new permanent structure can be built. Cell phone service may be spotty in the area until

the mobile tower is erected.

Damages from the fire are estimated at $75,000.
Stay with News4 and nbc4.com for more information.

Copyright 2006 by nbe4.com. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,
rewritten or redistributed. ' '
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Middletown police are operating their radios
on a secondary frequency after a fire at a cell
~ tower on Normandy Road knocked out
communications.
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By Ashley Peskoe | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com

MIDDLETOWN - Authorities have determined the cell tower fire on Normandy Road was

unrelated to the police department's main radio’channel going down.

The fire, which has since been exbtingu’ished,'started around 11:20 a.m. on a Normandy
Road cell tower that crews were working on, police said.

Search
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The Middletown Police Department's main radio frequency went out shortly after, and was
originally believed to be caused by the fire. However, police said at around 2:20 p.m. that
they determined the department does not have any equipment on the cell tower and that
the radio problem is unrelated.

Police are still wofking to determine what's wrong with the main radio channel and are
operating on a secondary channel. The department's phones are also working, police said.

Editor's Note: This étory was originally published at 12:49 p.m.
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