Agency Use Only [IfApplicable]

Project :
Date :

Full Environmental Assessment Form
Part 3 - Evaluation of the Magnitude and Importance of Project Impacts
and
Determination of Significance

Part 3 provides the reasons in support of the determination of significance. The lead agency must complete Part 3 for every question
in Part 2 where the impact has been identified as potentially moderate to large or where there is a need to explain why a particular
element of the proposed action will not, or may, result in a significant adverse environmental impact.

Based on the analysis in Part 3, the lead agency must decide whether to require an environmental impact statement to further assess
the proposed action or whether available information is sufficient for the lead agency to conclude that the proposed action will not
have a significant adverse environmental impact. By completing the certification on the next page, the lead agency can complete its
determination of significance.

Reasons Supporting This Determination:
To complete this section:

o Identify the impact based on the Part 2 responses and describe its magnitude. Magnitude considers factors such as severity,
size or extent of an impact.

e Assess the importance of the impact. Importance relates to the geographic scope, duration, probability of the impact
occurring, number of people affected by the impact and any additional environmental consequences if the impact were to
occur.

e The assessment should take into consideration any design element or project changes.

e Repeat this process for each Part 2 question where the impact has been identified as potentially moderate to large or where
there is a need to explain why a particular element of the proposed action will not, or may, result in a significant adverse
environmental impact.

e  Provide the reason(s) why the impact may, or will not, result in a significant adverse environmental impact

e For Conditional Negative Declarations identify the specific condition(s) imposed that will modify the proposed action so that
no significant adverse environmental impacts will result.

e Attach additional sheets, as needed.

Review of Parts 1 and 2 of the EAF for Gan Eden Estates indicates that moderate to large impacts have been identified related to the disturbance of land
and surface water, groundwater withdrawals, deteriorated condition of an on-site dam, the movement of goods and people to a site planned to have

parking for over 500 vehicles, a land use sharply in contrast to surrounding land uses and requiring community-scale utilities, and the addition of demands
for community services.

With respect to impacts to land due to disturbance, 85.9 acres of land disturbance are proposed out of total of 212.3 acres of project site in an area with
the water table and rock that can be near the surface and slopes in some locations greater than 15%. Additionally, construction is proposed to be phased
over a number of years and the removal of vegetation may result in increased erosion on a large scale.

Regarding surface waters, the site includes a stream and a pond and both USACOE (34.18 acres) as well as NYS DEC (19.04 acres) regulated wetlands
with impacts to wetlands and streams including installation of utility lines and culverts. The project also proposes construction of an outfall to discharge
wastewater effluent in a receiving stream from a new treatment plant. Impacts to wetlands and streams require mitigation measures; water quality must be
protected through appropriate discharge standards and outfall design for the proposed wastewater treatment plant.

The project proposes the development of a new community water supply in an area without public water services through use of a number of groundwater
wells withdrawing nearly 150,000 gallons of water a day on average from a Principal Aquifer, the impacts of which on the water table and proximate private
wells must be assessed and mitigation measures implemented as appropriate.

Part 1 of the EAF notes the existence of a dam on the site the condition of which is reported to be less than ideal; therefore, the regulatory status and
condition of the structure must be assessed, repair or upgrade needs determined and mitigation measures identified.

The project is proposed in a rural area with a lightly traveled road network. The sufficiency of the road network to accommodate the anticipated increase
in vehicular traffic resulting from a residential project planned with 1,293 parking spaces must be determined along with any safety or longevity
improvements needed to mitigate the impacts from the increase in traffic.

The project's land use components are different from and in sharp contrast to the current surrounding rural landscape where there are no public water and
sewer services to support such development. As a result, mitigation measures related to project design in terms of layout, landscaping, structural features,
etc. are needed to ensure consistency and compatibility with the surrounding rural aesthetic.

Each of these identified moderate or large impacts could have large-scale, lasting negative impacts on the environment without additional study and the
identification of mitigation measures designed to reduce or eliminate impacts. Thus, a Positive Declaration is issued.

Determination of Significance - Type 1 and Unlisted Actions

SEQR Status: [O] Type1 [ unlisted

Identify portions of EAF completed for this Project: [O] Part 1 [O] Part 2 [O]Part 3



http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91818.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91818.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91818.html
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Upon review of the information recorded on this EAF, as noted, plus this additional support information
Documentation submitted by the Applicant and the comments of involved and interested agencies as well as the public

and considering both the magnitude and importance of each identified potential impact, it is the conclusion of the
Town of Thompson Planning Board as lead agency that:

] A. This project will result in no significant adverse impacts on the environment, and, therefore, an environmental impact
statement need not be prepared. Accordingly, this negative declaration is issued.

[] B. Although this project could have a significant adverse impact on the environment, that impact will be avoided or
substantially mitigated because of the following conditions which will be required by the lead agency:

There will, therefore, be no significant adverse impacts from the project as conditioned, and, therefore, this conditioned negative
declaration is issued. A conditioned negative declaration may be used only for UNLISTED actions (see 6 NYCRR 617.d).

[O] . This Project may result in one or more significant adverse impacts on the environment, and an environmental impact
statement must be prepared to further assess the impact(s) and possible mitigation and to explore alternatives to avoid or reduce those
impacts. Accordingly, this positive declaration is issued.

Name of Action: Gan Eden Estates

Name of Lead Agency: Town of Thompson Planning Board

Name of Responsible Officer in Lead Agency: |ou Kiefer

Title of Responsible Officer: cpairman

Signature of Responsible Officer in Lead Agency: Date:

Signature of Preparer (if different from Responsible Officer) Date:

For Further Information:
Contact Person:

Address:

Telephone Number:

E-mail:

For Type 1 Actions and Conditioned Negative Declarations, a copy of this Notice is sent to:

Chief Executive Officer of the political subdivision in which the action will be principally located (e.g., Town / City / Village of)
Other involved agencies (if any)

Applicant (if any)

Environmental Notice Bulletin: http://www.dec.ny.gov/enb/enb.html
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	Part 3 Additional Sheets as Needed: Review of Parts 1 and 2 of the EAF for Gan Eden Estates indicates that moderate to large impacts have been identified related to the disturbance of land and surface water, groundwater withdrawals, deteriorated condition of an on-site dam, the movement of goods and people to a site planned to have parking for over 500 vehicles, a land use sharply in contrast to surrounding land uses and requiring community-scale utilities, and the addition of demands for community services.

With respect to impacts to land due to disturbance, 85.9 acres of land disturbance are proposed out of total of 212.3 acres of project site in an area with the water table and rock that can be near the surface and slopes in some locations greater than 15%.  Additionally, construction is proposed to be phased over a number of years and the removal of vegetation may result in increased erosion on a large scale.  

Regarding surface waters, the site includes a stream and a pond and both USACOE (34.18 acres) as well as NYS DEC (19.04 acres) regulated wetlands  with impacts to wetlands and streams including installation of utility lines and culverts.  The project also proposes construction of an outfall to discharge wastewater effluent in a receiving stream from a new treatment plant.  Impacts to wetlands and streams require mitigation measures; water quality must be protected through appropriate discharge standards and outfall design for the proposed wastewater treatment plant.

The project proposes the development of a new community water supply in an area without public water services through use of a number of groundwater wells withdrawing nearly 150,000 gallons of water a day on average from a Principal Aquifer, the impacts of which on the water table and proximate private wells must be assessed and mitigation measures implemented as appropriate.   

Part 1 of the EAF notes the existence of a dam on the site the condition of which is reported to be less than ideal; therefore, the regulatory status and condition of the structure must be assessed, repair or upgrade needs determined and mitigation measures identified.

The project is proposed in a rural area with a lightly traveled road network.  The sufficiency of the road network to accommodate the anticipated increase in vehicular traffic resulting from a residential project planned with 1,293 parking spaces must be determined along with any safety or longevity improvements needed to mitigate the impacts from the increase in traffic.

The project's land use components are different from and in sharp contrast to the current surrounding rural landscape where there are no public water and sewer services to support such development.  As a result, mitigation measures related to project design in terms of layout, landscaping, structural features, etc. are needed to ensure consistency and compatibility with the surrounding rural aesthetic.  

Each of these identified moderate or large impacts could have large-scale, lasting negative impacts on the environment without additional study and the identification of mitigation measures designed to reduce or eliminate impacts.  Thus, a Positive Declaration is issued.
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